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The Partners of World Endurance Championship

o 2
Q aEERF

Wl g A rwgpalJuljloVl alasil
UAE Equestrian and Racing Federation

20 A A e

UAE Equestrian and Racing Federation

dalwllg dclatll d i
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE
AND TOURISM

Department of Culture and Tourism

Sthagyl d oy
ABU DHABI POLICE

General Commands for Abu Dhabi

Police

i _»n ||éiJ ila

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Department of Health - Abu Dhabi

Jdd i llgalya Lilld d
DEPARTMENT OF MUNICIPALITIES
AND TRANSPORT

Department of Municipalities
and Transport

b

Abu Dhabi Sports Channels

Federal Protocol Authority




His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Deputy Prime Minister - Minister of the Presidential Court
Honorary President of the World Endurance Championship 2022 in Butheeb

HIGHER COMMITTEE

MAJER GEN. DR. AHMED NASER AL RAISI
PRESIDENT of UAE Equestrian and Racing Federation

H.E. SAOOD ABDULAZIZ AL HOSANI

Undersecretary of the Department of Culture and Tourism

H.E. DR. JAMAL MOHAMMED AL KAABI
Undersecretary Department of Health - Abu Dhabi (DOH)

H.E. DR. SALEM AL KAABI
Director General of Operations Affairs at the

Department of Municipalities and Transport

YAKOOB ALSAADI
Head of Abu Dhabi Sports Channels

BRIGADIER DR. JASSIM IBRAHIM AL MANSOURI

General Coordinator of the Committees
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The past with the glow of the
present Tourism in UAE
all seasons

The Emirates is a unique tourist destination that attracts
tourists from all over the world throughout the year with
its varied events, and activities, local and international
sports, appropriate for all seasons of the year, promotes
the cultural and therapeutic tourism.

Tourism in UAE mixes the fragrant past with the radiance
of the present, making it one of the most prosperous
and developed places. The great interest that the coun-
try shows in the tourism sector has contributed to the
development of infrastructure of the nation catering to
the needs of the tourists. This has enhanced the level of
services in the hotel sector, convenient transportation,
and organizing of events and festivals, attracting tour-
ists from all over the world.

UAE is considered as one of the most attractive coun-
tries for tourists at the national and international levels,
through the facilities it provides to reach it, the famous
cultural and ancient historical monuments, its pictur-
esque nature the desert with clear sands, genuine gen-
erosity, and welcoming approach to the arriving from far
and wide.




Abu Dhabi..

the new capital of international sports

The Emirate of Abu Dhabi has preceded the time for the development of civiliza-
tion. It has become one of the most important and exiting entertainment and cul-
tural destinations. As it is the capital of international sports, based on 2030 strate-
gy, due to its infrastructure with international specifications and high-level ser-
vices that are compatible with the electronic boom that the world deals with, pro-
vides the best quality of life. It provides luxury with its high-end standards and
values.

Abu Dhabi shows a unique model of the capital with its historical roots, welcomes
the visitors throughout the year with genuine Emirati generosity, imprinting won-
derful memories in their hearts that make them hope to return to it again.
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SHK Zayed Grand Mosque

Louver Museum - Abu Dhabi




Farms surround the place
Al-Khatem Area.. meeting the nature and
heritage on the golden sands

Al Khatem City is located 70 km west of Al Ain, about 80 km east of Abu Dhabi, on
the highway between Abu Dhabi and Al Ain.

The city of Al Khatem, which is connected by a road with the Butheeb Internation-
al Endurance Village, is known for hosting many annual heritage activities, includ-
ing camel competitions and wet dates festival. It also includes many distinctive
destinations for leisure for families, individuals, and nature lovers.

Al Khatem includes many farms, which surround the place, and has a large main
garden, which constitutes a recreational outlet for families and visitors. It also has
a group of delightful water fountains, large areas for children’s entertainment and
areas for physical health exercise and games.

On the Al Khatem Desert Road, which is one of the most important desert roads
that spread throughout Abu Dhabi, there are a group of family recreational camps
that visitors from inside and outside the country camp to enjoy the meeting of
nature with heritage on the golden sands.



Ips and a festival organized by
al Endurance Village in Al Wathba.




It meets the needs of
owners, riders, and
trainers.

67 races in the

UAE Endurance
Season
programme

The endurance racing season in
UAE is the largest in the world
in terms of the number and
quality of races. UAE is also
distinguished as the only coun-
try that has 3 integrated fields
equipped with the latest facili-
ties and axes to host the most
prestigious races and champi-
onships.

The 2022-2023 season includes
67 races that will be held on the main endurance fields in each From Dubai International
City in Seih Al Salam, Emirates Global Village in Al Wathba, and Butheeb International
Village for capacity.

This calendar, which is announced every season by the Emirates Equestrian and Racing
Federation, includes a comprehensive set of races, meeting the needs of owners, riders
and coaches, as it includes all categories and festivals.

Butheeb village witnesses the largest humber of races, as it organizes 32 races and
championships, while Dubai International Endurance City witnesses. The ladder has 27
races and championships, while the Emirates International Village in Al Wathba organizes
8 races and tournaments.

Among the most prominent championships that are held during this season are the Cup
of His Highness the President of the State for 160 km in Al Wathba, and the Cup of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum for a distance of 160 km, as part of
His Highness's festival, which includes 3 other races.

Dubai International City is also witnessing the Dubai Crown Prince Cup Festival, which
also includes 4 races. Over two days, in addition to a large number of qualifying races for
all categories and distances, which are always held in Dubai International Endurance City
and Butheeb International Village.



New standards for Endurance Rides
"Green Championship”
preserving the environment
promoting sustainability initiatives.

The World Endurance Championship is being held in Butheeb according to the
highest standards, especially regarding the implementation of various sustain-
ability initiatives, an effort from the Organizing Committee to set nhew standards
for endurance, riding, as this version of the championship is environment friendly,
happening for the first time ever. This comes in line with the declaration of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the President of the United
Arab Emirates, (may God protect him), that 2023 will be the year of sustainability
as per the strategic initiative of the UAE to reduce emissions and achieve the
climate neutrality by 2050, making UAE the first country in the Middle East and
North Africa to achieve its goal of climate neutrality.

The championship, which is called the Green Championship, will consider the major
environmental aspects such as recycling of plastic packages, reducing the water
usage, reutilizing it for use in the field of agriculture etc. thereby promoting sus-
tainability initiatives and spreading awareness among the public and participants
to show the state’s effort in this area of innovation.
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The logo of WEC reflects
Heritage, Equestrian and civilization

LOGO of the World Endurance Championship “Butheeb 2022" design reflects the spirit of
heritage, originality, and the love of equestrianism in the UAE. It includes within the
distinctive lines the falcon, which is a Falcon bird that is distinguished by its intelligence,
nobility, strength, as it flies over the castle, represents the Emirati community a strong
and fortified point of defense that reflects the extent of the strength of the Emirates men
and their presence in always defending their lands. At the same time, the word “Abu
Dhabi” written on the castle indicates that the championship is being held in the capital of
the Emirates, with its striking beauty and gorgeous image.

The head of the horse represents the love of the Emirati people for horses and equestrian
sports of all kinds, which made the UAE occupy a lead position among the best countries
in the world in equestrian sports.

The Arabian traveler appearing on his obedient camel with the guide walking in front
showing the caravan the way in a desert area with its beautiful golden sands, and the
two palm trees indicate the love of the people of the Emirates for dates and palm trees,
which was the backbone of economy in the past, is the evidence of generosity, love and
goodness the people of the Emirates show to honor the guest.

The logo design indicates the year in which this championship is held, 2022, and location
of the World Endurance Championship, which will be held on February 25th, 2023.

The International Equestrian Federation is keen to write the name of the championship,
its place and date, in English, and its colour as in FEl, the bluish purple.
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The Canadian knight participates in the seventh
decade 55 years is the difference between
Gillian the oldest Diaz the youngest

The 18th edition of the World
Endurance Championship,
which is hosted by the village
of Butheeb, is characterized
by some large differences in
the ages of the participants,
as the difference between
the oldest and youngest par-
ticipants reached about 55
years, which is happening for °?
the first time in the champi- "
onship since its inception in
1986 with the participation o
of the Argentine rider Con-
stanza Diaz, aged 18 yearsin |
her first appearance in this = =

world championship, along-

side veteran Canadian Robert Gillen, who is in his seventh decade, at the
age of 73, and who is participating for the fourth time in the World Cup.

Veteran Robert Gillen, the Canadian, began his career in endurance
races in 1995, then his first participation was in the World Champion-
ships in Malaysia, 2008, then he participated in the 2016 championship,
and he ran the test race for the World Championships in North Carolina
2018, then he participated in the championship that was not completed
that year. .



Toga won three World Championship titles
Maria and Joma... the golden couple

The Spanish team participating in the World Championships in Butheeb
includes both the veteran couple, Maria Alvarez Ponton, who won the
World Cup titles twice in 2008 and 2010, and her husband, Joma Ponte
Dash, the holder of the 2016 World Championship title, and the captain

of the Spanish team for the teams’ championship twice.

The couple worked for a long time in the Emirates, before moving to
Spain, and establishing a stable in Barcelona through which they partici-
pate in European races, but Ponti still comes to Dubai regularly during
the UAE season. Despite their long experience in the UAE races, both
always confirm that the competition of the Emirates riders is difficult
because the UAE rides are characterized with the speed and high quality

of the horses.



12 Vets to treat horses.
20 for the Vet Commission
Stables and Quarantine of highest
international standards

The International Equestrian Federation approved the veterinary panel for the
World Endurance Championship consisting of 12 Vet. doctors to treat horses, in
addition to 20 veterinarians for the Veterinary commission for vet gate inspection
and (8) ambulances for the treatment of horses in the veterinary clinic.

Stables have been established for horses arriving from Europe, Latin America and
the Gulf countries, in addition to the Emirates. Veterinary Committees have been
formed that which will be present at the event site from the moment the horses
arrive at the airports, until they leave the country after the end of the champion-
ship, to provide the required veterinary care, to ensure the safety of the horses
and provide the necessary care for them, especially as this championship will wit-
ness the participation of the best horses in the world.

The stables and quarantine stables are prepared according to the best and finest
international practices, and horses that come from different countries in as Latin
America, America, Canada, Europe and the Gulf countries will be dealt with, as per
the procedure involved.

Dubai and Sharjah equine hospitals, globally acclaimed for their high standards in
the field of medical care, are appointed as the referral hospitals for treating
horses, if necessary, in case any casualty occur before or during the event




Butheeb International Village
The world-class facilities

The late Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan established the Butheeb
International Endurance Village with the aim of protecting and caring
for the heritage sports in the Emirates, the most renowned of which is
being equestrianism and horse breeding. From amateurs, and “school
students to be future riders”, it is a step to educate and promote the
basics of the traditional heritage sports to the future generations.

The village includes a distinguished group of facilities equipped in high
standards to facilitate hosting of local and international championships,
which includes areas fields for training horses, and tracks designed in
international equestrian standards to suit all age groups in champion-
ships.

The loop is set to meet the requirement to host 40 kms rides, 80 kms,
120 kms, 160 kms and 240 kms respectively. The village is self-suffi-
cient with world class-facilities as in well-equipped veterinary clinic
with the latest equipment, horse stables, hotel with single and double
rooms furnished for a comfortable stay, and other service facilities, a
media and administration center, a mosque, a podium for award distribu-
tion, luxurious reception, and an entrance hall for VIP guests.




The distance is on the tracks of 6 stages.
160 km to "The World Cup”

The World Endurance Championship will be held for 160 km (3 stars),
divided into 6 loops, where the distance of the first loop is 33 km, the
second 30 km, third 29 km, fourth 28, fifth 20 km, and the sixth and
final 20 k.m.

The World Cup ride is an individual and team competition; each country
entitled to participate with five riders, and the best 3 are selected to
compete for the team title, and if a country participates with less than
3 riders, it is not entitled to compete in the teams’ ranking.

The International Equestrian Federation had announced in January
2023 the preliminary list -the nominated entry list - which included 157
riders, both male and female from 38 countries with 182 horses as sev-
eral riders registered more than one horse per rider.

In February 2023, the final, and approved list - the definite entries - was
announced, which included 129, male and female riders from 37 coun-
tries, with 143 horses.




Champions seeking “HAT-TRICK "
Three former champions participated in
"Butheeb 2022"

The 18th edition of the World Endurance Championship, hosted by
Butheeb Global Village, portrays the participation of 3 former champi-
ons, the Spanish Maria Alvarez, the world champion twice - in Malaysia
2008, and in America 2010, and the second, her compatriot and veteran
husband, Juma Ponte Dash, champion of the 2016 edition, which was
held in Slovakia, and the third world champion. The champion of the last
edition held in Pisa, Italy 2021, the young Emirati rider Salem Hamad
Malhouf Al Ketbi.

The presence of the three champions add other dimensions of excite-
ment and the strength to the competition; each of them enters with dif-
ferent aspirations and goals, as the rider Maria Al-Fareez is looking for
(hat-trick), Joma Ponte and Salem Malhouf seek the double.




Eleven countries hosted
World Endurance Championships

Eleven countries have had the honor to host the World Endurance

Championship since its inception. WEC moved between the continents of

America, Europe, and Asia. Today this edition of the World Championship
will be organized for the third time in UAE, as in 1998 and 2005. It was
also organized in Italy, Spain, twice in France, and once in Sweden,
Netherlands, Malaysia, Germany, Slovakia, and Britain.

The 2018 World Championship though was organized in USA got
canceled due to bad weather.




Looking for the first coronation

Eight Arab countries are engaged in the
challenge. With elite riders

Eight Arab countries are participating with elite riders in the World Endurance
Championship in Boudhieb, led by the UAE, which has achieved the title 7 times,
including 4 in singles and 3 for teams, along with 7 countries looking for the first
coronation in individual and team competitions, namely Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the
Sultanate of Oman, and Kuwait, Qatar, Algeria, and Jordan.

The list of participating countries also includes Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Australia, China, Thailand, Croatia, Ecuador, Estonia, Lithuania,
France, Germany, Italy, Norway, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Spain. Slo-
vakia, America, Sweden, Switzerland, Hungary, and Uruguay.

Butheeb International Endurance Village organized a preparatory experience for
the 160 km Endurance World Championship last December, in cooperation and
coordination with the Emirates Equestrian and Racing Federation, and the experi-
ence was praised by the International Equestrian Federation.




Al-Muhairi, Al-Mazroui, Al-Marri
and Al-Harbi

UAE team in the
new mission

The list of the UAE team, which will
participate in the 18th edition of
the World Endurance Championship
in Butheeb, includes 5 riders led by
the champion of the last edition,
Salem Hamad Malhouf Al Kitbi, on a
new mission, Saeed Salem Ateeq Al
Muhairi from the “M7"” stables, Saif
Ahmed Al Mazrouei, from the
“MRM"” stables, and Abdullah
Ghanem Al-Marri and Saeed ]aber
Al-Harbi, from the "F3" stables.

7 horses are approved for 5 UAE
riders; - “ Haleh”, the champion of
the last edition and “Ahmad Du
Barthas” approved for Salem
Hamad Malhouf Al Kitbi, to decide
between the two, and two horses,
“Cha Al Pacino” and” Lockelea Star-
wood Comet” ” for Abdulla Ghanim
Al Marri to decide his horse. Saeed
Ahmad Jaber Al Harbi will be riding
“Castlebar Cadabra” and Saif
Ahmed Al Mazrouei riding Avenir La
Majorie

The final list includes strong teams,
most notably the Bahraini team led
by the rider, Sheikh Nasser bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, and will choose
one horse from among "Calandria
BH" and "Darco La Maggiore”, in ad-
dition to international teams from
Europe and Latin America.




Spain leads...

America, UAE

and Spain win-

ning the most

the individual
title

America, UAE and France lead == _— T—
the list of countries winning the World Endurance Champlonshlp tltle mostly. It witnessed
the dominance of American riders in its titles since its inception in 1986, until the version
organized by the UAE in the year 1998, when 4 riders exchanged titles, Becky Hurt, who
won the title 3 times, Villari Knafi, achieving twice, and Daniel Knafi, winning it once.

French rider, Maya Kella broke the American monopoly when she was crowned the title of
the eighth edition that was held in France, then the UAE crawl began to be present in this
competition when His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
became the first Arab rider and the youngest in the world to win the title, in the ninth edi-
tion hosted by Spain.

The UAE organized the championship in its second edition, and the American title was won
by Barbara Lisario, and this is the last time an American knight won the championship so
far respectively in 2008 and 2010.

In London 2012, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum won the individu-
al title, and led the Emirates riders to the team title, and His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum maintained the Emirati supremacy after he snatched
the individual title in France 2014.

Spain returned to the top of the tournament that was held in Slovakia in 2016, when veter-
an Joma Ponte was crowned the title, and the sixteenth edition hosted by the state of
North Carolina in 2018 was canceled, while the pandemic caused the postponement of the
seventeenth edition 2020 to be held in 2021 in the Italian city of Pisa during which the
rider, Salem Hamad Malhouf Al Ketbi, added the UAE's fourth title in singles.

Spain was the only one to win the team championship, as it won the title 4 times, the first
in Germany 2006, and the second and third in the 2014 and 2016 championships, before
achieving the title for the fourth time in the 2021 championship.

The UAE won the title 3 times in a row, first in Malaysia 2008, then in the United States of
America 2010, then Britain 2012. France also won the title 3 times in the 1992, 1994 and
2000 editions, while Britain won the title twice, and Italy, New Zealand and Australia won
the title once.

The United States hosts the tournament with 4 copies:

The United States of America is considered the most hosting country for the World Cup, as
it organized 4 sessions, in the beginning in of the year 1988, then in the 1996 session, the
2010 session, then finally the 2018 session, which was not completed due to bad weather
conditions, and the Emirates, after hosting Butheeb for this version, will be organizing The
World Cup for the third time, as it has organized the 1998 and 2005 editions.



Hosting the event for the third time
The UAE dazzles the world by hosting the 1998 and
2005 championships in Dubai

The UAE's organization of the World Endurance Championship 2022 in Butheeb is
considered the third, as the country has previously organized the Endurance World
Cup twice during 1998 and 2005 in Dubai International Endurance City. The sev-
enth edition of the championship was organized in December 1998, which set a
record for the number of participants, of 162 male and female riders, it was
recorded in the Guinness Record book of World Records at that time as the organiz-
er of the largest equestrian tournament in the world in 1998.

This hosting represented a major turning point in the history of this sport, which
moved it to broader horizons of quality and excellence in all organizational and
technical aspects, and recorded a technological precedent in the history of this
sport, through the use of modern technology and computers in managing the tour-
nament.

The New Zealand team won the first place, while the American team won the
second place, and the Australian team succeeded in recording its strong presence
and winning the bronze medal, and on the individual level, the veteran American
jockey Villari Knafi won the gold medal.

The UAE hosted the tournament for the second time in January 2005, and the
country’s success in organizing the seventh tournament in 1998 was a major
reason for hosting the tenth tournament.




Golden Rider of major occasions
Al-Ketbi.. Defending the gold for the homeland

Salem Hamad Malhouf Al Ketbi, UAE World champion of the last edition of the
World Endurance Championship, upholds the individual title in the 18th edi-
tion, which will be held in Butheeb, and he raises the slogan of retaining the
title in the homeland.

Achieving the world championship title was a dream for the rider, Salem Mal-
houf, and he worked hard to achieve it by participating continuously in the
rides during the UAE riding season. As he performed in very good levels
during competitions and succeeded in qualifying to participate in interna-
tional events, including this prestigious title.

Al-Ketbi is considered as the A' e . " | m

Rider of major occasions and B
has a record full of achieve- :

ments in international tour- : i
naments. He gave the UAE i r

the title of the first edition of - >
the Custodian of the Two g
Holy Mosques Cup in Febru- e

ary 2019, and he also won

the Cup of His Majesty the
King of Bahrain for 120 km in
the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Al-Ketbi is considered the
most prominent candidate to
achieve and retain the title for
the second time in a row, as
has emerged remarkably, and
was able to place his name
among the elite status of
international riders based on
the high level that he has con-
sistently presented, whether
within the Emirates team or
with the "M7" stables, he has
won the highest titles.




Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Rashid..
1st Arab Gold achievement
in «Jerez»

His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the UAE
rider, recorded the UAE's first Gold achievement in the World Cup of Endur-
ance, where he won World champion title in 2002, in Jerez region, Spain, to
record in the history as the youngest rider to face the giants, and outperform
them to write his name in the championship record with letters of Noor. He
won the gold medal to record two titles in the history of the championship as
the youngest rider to achieve the title, and the first Arab rider to be crowned
with the gold medal.

His Highness Sheikh Ahmed
bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, riding the horse
“Bauman” recorded 9:19:29
hours at an average speed of
17.09 km./H. ahead of the
Italian Antonio Rossi riding
“Ragio de Sole”, who recorded
9:35:23 hours. And the
Frenchman, Sani Dimedi, on
horseback, "“Vive de Bag-
nase”, who recorded 9:38:47
hours.
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Hamdan bm Mohammed
achievement that transcends challenges
in Normandy 2014

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum was under the
spotlight with his remarkable victory, when he was crowned the title of the World
Endurance Championship and the gold medal in the individual race held in the French
province of Normandy, within the World Equestrian Games «Normandy 2014».

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum with (Al-Yamama)
won the championship title, 160 km, recording a time of 8:08:28 hours.

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed Al Maktoum has achieved the title, despite

the challenges he faced, the rainy weather that affected the track ground and the exit of
K the four members of the UAE team from the race etc. being a few of them.
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Mohammed bin Rashid..
a historical imprint
of the steadfast

"standard time”

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, (may God protect
him), has led the UAE riders to the world
endurance championship, to accomplish several
triumphs at the team level, the most significant
achievement being crowning the championship
title in 2012, at the Austin Park - 160 km ride,
leading the UAE riders achieving the team title

#
i

for the third time in a row.

o Many achievements in the World Endurance

L

—

Championships at the team level, in addition to

'Y

crowning with the championship title that that

: was in Austin Park, England in 2012 for 160 km,
as well as the UAE riders achieving the team title
for the third time in a row, so that the team would

- get the full score in the individual and team

event with merit and deserving in this

championship.

-

“Fares Al Arab” The Arab’s rider has recorded a
time of 7:00:45 hours, riding the horse “Madiji
Dupont” for the Emirates stable, which is the
record time in the World Championship, and is

still standing.

’ His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum also led the UAE riders to win the team

title in the 2010 edition, in Lexington, Kentucky,
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4 in the individuals and 3 in the team
7 titles for UAE riders in 6 tournaments

UAE riders won 7 gold titles in 6 tournaments during their participation in the
Endurance World Cup, where the first place was the goal, which they achieved
with merit, as the Emirates Knights were crowned with 4 titles in the individual
race, while the gold medal harvest came in the team competition with 3 titles.

In the individuals achievements, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum won the title of the 2012 edition in England, and His Highness Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum won the title of the 2014 edition
in France, and His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
won the title of the 2002 edition in Spain, and Salem Hamad snatched Malhouf Al
Kitbi is the title of the 2020 edition in Italy.

In the teams achievements, the Emirates Knights won the gold medal in the 2008
championships in Malaysia, 2010 in America, and 2012 in England.
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On 25th February 2023, Butheeb International Endurance Village will host the
18th edition of the World Endurance Championship 160 k.m. with the participation
of 129 male and female riders from 37 countries, setting a record to be written in
the letters of light in the history of championships, as it is the first event after the
lifting of pandemic restrictions, and considered as the prime event of the
International Equestrian Federation.

The World Endurance Championship witnesses the participation of 24 teams, the
largest number to participate since the pandemic, with the lead team- Spanish
Team - led by the “defending champion “,winning the team title many a times, but
this time it to confront with the strong competitors such as the host Emirati riders,
Salem Hamad Malhouf Al Ketbi, holder of the title for individuals and the Brazilian
Team bagging the silver last time.




Strength and vitality -- in harmony with
the desert stunning views of Butheeb

On behalf of the Fédération Equestre Internatio-
nale, itis my pleasure to welcome you to Butheeb in
Al Khatim, Abu Dhabi (UAE), for the FEI Endurance
World Championship for Seniors 2022, bringing
together the creme de la creme of the discipline.

FEI Endurance is a sport which, at its very essence,
is based on excellent horsemanship and incredible
stamina to physically and mentally sustain the
focus required to perform at the highest level. It is
also a sport reliant on trust between partnerships
and teams, thorough planning, and a very commit- \

ted entourage. There is no “I” in Endurance; you

need to know your partner, know your limits and

ensure that together you deliver your very best. This combined team effort is what makes
FEI Endurance so fascinating to watch.

Strong, energetic, powerful! The intensity and agility of the Championship you will wit-
ness here in Butheeb will be perfectly contrasted by the stunning desert location
amongst the spectacular dunes and landscapes. Spectators around the world are con-
stantly left in awe at the athletic achievements and sheer fortitude of our Endurance
partnerships. Championships such as these are truly essential for the development of our
sport; they promote, educate and entertain a growing, enthusiastic audience eager for
FEI Endurance action. Over the next few days, we will once again revel in the sport, as the
top tier bid for the title of individual and team world champion.

As we come together to marvel and celebrate FEI Endurance, | would like to thank the
organisers, UAE National Federation, and sponsors for their continuous support. Thank
you also to all officials, volunteers and the media for providing the perfect platform to
highlight this historic, astonishing discipline.

To the athletes | wish the best of luck, and to the fans, may you enjoy every minute of the
best our sport has to offer!

-F:EI Ingmar De Vos

FEIl President




Butheeb 2022
New standards to host the World Endur-
ance Championship

UAE is hosting the 18th edition of the World Endur-
ance Championship in Butheeb International
Village, all of which are confident that it will pres-
ent a unique championship after a long journey of
hard work, to provide the best organizational
atmosphere for the largest international and com-
petitive championship, in order to delight the
participating elite riders, and followers who love
this noble sport.

Major General Dr. Ahmed Nasser Al-Raisi
Around the world, because working at the highest President of the Emirates Equestrian and

levels of excellence in the tournaments hosted by Racing Federation
the UAE is a well-established Emirati approach.
Within the vision of its wise leadership, UAE has
established its prestigious position and global
leadership in organizing and hosting international sporting events with the best standards and prac-
tices, with its modern infrastructure that is in line with international standards. The “Butheeb 2022"
tournament has received the attention of the wise leadership, and the follow-up and support of His
Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Presiden-
tial Court, in order to present a championship that will resonate with the family of endurance and
endurance races around the world, and remain in the memory of the participants in all its details. The
village of Butheeb has fulfilled all its technical and logistical obligations, and the ideas, vision and
facilities it proposed. To host the event, it was fully prepared for the tournament date, and it wel-
comed the participants and guests with the generosity and authenticity of the people of the Emir-
ates.

Chairman of the Higher Committee
for the Endurance World Cup

All of these matters distinguish the "Butheeb 2022” championship is that the UAE presents new
standards and pioneering initiatives in hosting to make it the first championship in the field of sus-
tainability and environmental friendliness, in line with the UAE’s declaration of 2023 as the year of
sustainability within the UAE’s strategic initiative to achieve climate neutrality by 2050.

We have great confidence that: the International Equestrian Federation in granting the UAE the host-
ing of the tournament in the Butheeb International Village, came from complete conviction of the
UAE's ability to organize a distinguished championship for the global event in Abu Dhabi, the home of
world championships, at the highest level and the best image, and it is a trust in its place, because
«Butheeb 2022 will provide more than what is required in the criteria for granting hosting.

Thanks to the wise leadership for the interest, and thanks to His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, for his follow-up and support for the tournament.



Mansour bin Zayed
welcomes the participants in
the World Endurance
Championship in Butheeb

His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of the Presidential Court, welcomed all
the participants in the 18th edition of the
World Endurance Championship hosted by
the UAE at the Butheeb International
Village in Al Khatim area, Abu Dhabi. The
Championship gathers elite riders around
the world, for title of the largest tourna-
ment organized in this sport.

"Hosting the World Endurance Championship represents a distinguished addition to the list
of international and international events and championships, as well as major activities and
events that are held in the UAE and Abu Dhabi, which attract elite athletes in various sports
and the most famous international teams.

In addition to this, "The support provided by the wise leadership to sports in general, and the
sport of endurance and endurance racing in particular, has pushed it to the highest ranks,
giving it leadership and leadership in various competitions, hosting major tournaments, and
achieving many achievements,” noting that His Highness the UAE’s victory By organizing the
World Championship for Endurance and Endurance, with the Butheeb International Endur-
ance Village gaining the confidence of the International Equestrian Federation, and granting
it the right to organize and host the 2022 edition, an achievement that confirms the high
position enjoyed by the country in this sport, the high confidence and good reputation of the
Emirates in organizing major tournaments, and the distinguished successes that it has been
recording. In all fields, including sports, with high professionalism. His Highness said.

His Highness stated, "We are very confident that Butheeb International Village will present
a successful tournament in all standards in a sport that is part of the beloved UAE’s equestri-
an heritage, to the values of noble equestrianism, due to the support it finds from all sides,
and the advanced facilities it possesses in accordance with the highest international stan-
dards, and its cadres.” It has high efficiency and distinguished capabilities, and we wish the
Emirates Knights success in this great international competition.”
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His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum

Vice President, Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates
and Ruler of Dubai



His Highness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the United Arab Emirates
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